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ABSTRACT DEL SEMINARIO 

This seminar will focus on the development of “e-health”. The development of 

digital technologies in the field of health has often provoked strong and opposite 
reactions. Some see it as the worst, others as the best. For Vincent Rialle et al., 

“the fear of dehumanization of the support and care of people losing their 
autonomy is being expressed simultaneously, and in an increasingly acute 

manner, with the hope and desire to have at one's disposal, as soon as possible, 
technological tools of an efficiency that is equal to societal emergencies” (V. 

Rialle, et al. 2014). The objective of the seminar will be both epistemological 
and ethical. How can we define the contours of what is called “digital health”? 

Will digital health “empower” the patient or dehumanize the medical 
relationship? What ethics for e-health? 

Monday, April 3 from 2 to 4pm. Introduction to e-health 

In the first session, we will pose some definitions of e-health. We will review 
several possible uses of digital health. We will insist on the fact that if digital 

health is already a reality, digital health is also approached as a “future” object. 

Digital health is presented as a “promising” field: many expectations are 
formulated towards it. For example, many authorities present digital health as 

something that will empower the patient, make him/her autonomous. How 
should we position ourselves in relation to this “promise” (Joly)? What is the 
ethical position with respect to digital health?  

 



 

 

 

Tuesday, April 4, 3 to 6pm. E-health: materiality and spatiality matter  

In this second part of the course, we will try to identify some ways to think about 

the ethics of digital health. We will question the so-called "instrumentalism" 
posture in technology ethics by demonstrating that values can be embodied in 

technical objects. We will also show that digital technologies can have the effect 
of transforming places of care.  

Wednesday, April 5 from 10am to 1pm. Digital labor and experimentation “in” 
and “with” e-health during Covid-19  

In this final part of the course, we will challenge the belief that digital technology 

will make work disappear. Instead, we will argue that digital can have the effect 
of expanding “patient work” (Strauss) and lead to additional “digital dirty work.” 

We will conclude by looking back at the rise of digital health during the COVID-
19 crisis. 

 

Indicative bibliography 

Ansell, C. and Bartenberger, M. (2018), « The Diversity of Experimentation in 
the 

Experimenting Society », in New Perspectives on Technology and Society, ed. 
Ibo Van de Poel, 

Lotte Asveld, Donna C. Mehos, London and New York, Routledge, p. 36-58. 

Chiapperino L., et al. (2012), « What Autonomy for Telecare? An Externalist 
Approach », The 

American Journal of Bioethics, 12:9, p. 55-57, p. 55. 

2 

Cobbaut J.-C., Loute A. (2017), « What ethics for telemedicine? », in L. 
Menvielle, A.- 



 

 

F. Audrain-Pontevia et W. Menvielle (dir.), The Digitalization of Healthcare: New 
Challenges 

and Opportunities, Palgrave MacMillan, p. 399-416. 

Danel Brunaud V. (2021), « Evaluation éthique des téléconsultations de suivi 
des patients 

atteints de sclérose latérale amyotrophique en phase avancée », Journal 
International de 

bioéthique et d’éthique des sciences, Vol. 32, no 4, p. 87-100. 

European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies. (2015). Ethics of 
New Health 

Technologies and Citizen Participation. Opinion 29. 

Helmer E. (2019), Ici et là, Une philosophie des lieux, Lagrasse, Verdier. 

Joly P.-B. (2015), « Le régime des promesses technoscientifiques », in M. 
Audétat (éd.), 

Sciences et technologies émergentes : pourquoi tant de promesses ?, Hermann, 
Paris, pp. 31- 

47. 

Loute A. (2019), « Spatialisation et santé numérique : quels défis pour l’éthique 
? », dans 

Christian Hervé, Michèle Stanton-Jean et Mylène Deschênes (éds.), Les 
Personnes âgées et le 

numérique, Paris, Dalloz, 2019, p. 81-94. 

Lussault M. (2017), Hyper-lieux. Les nouvelles géographies de la mondialisation, 
Paris, Seuil. 

Mathieu-Fritz A. et Gaglio G. (2018), « À la recherche des configurations 
sociotechniques de 



 

 

la télémédecine. Revue de littérature des travaux de sciences sociales », 
Réseaux 2018/1, 

no 207, p. 27-63. 

Mayère, A. (2018), « Patients projetés et patients en pratique dans un dispositif 
de suivi à 

distance », in Réseaux, 207, 1, p. 197-225. 

Milligan M., Mort M., and Roberts C. (2010), « Cracks in the Door ? Technology 
and the 

Shifting Topology of Care », in M. Schillmeijer and M. Domenech, (eds.) New 
Technologies 

and Emerging Spaces of Care, Ashgate, Surrey and Burlington, pp. 19-39. 

Oh, H., Rizo, C., Enkin, M. and Jadad, A. (2005), « What is eHealth, A Systematic 
Review of 

Published Definitions », in Journal of medical Internet Research, 7, 1. 

Oudshoorn N. (2011), Telecare Technologies and the Transformation of 
Healthcare, Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

Poland B. et al. (2005), « How Place Matters: Unpacking Technology and Power 
in Health and 

Social Care », Health and Social Care, 13, no 2, p. 170-180. 

Pols J. (2012), Care at Distance. On the Closeness of Technology, Amsterdam, 
Amsterdam 

University Press. 

Rialle V., Rumeau P., Ollivet C., Sablier J. et Hervé C. (2014), « Télémédecine 
et 



 

 

gérontechnologie pour la maladie d’Alzheimer : nécessité d’un pilotage 
international par 

l’éthique », Journal international de bioéthique, 25(3), p. 135. 

3 

Simon P. (2015), Télémédecine, Enjeux et pratiques, Le Coudrier, Brignais. 

Van de Poel, I., et al. (2018), Introduction, in New Perspectives on Technology 
and Society, ed. 

Ibo Van de Poel, Lotte Asveld, Donna C. Mehos, 1-15, London and New York: 
Routledge, pp. 11-12. 


