
 

 

a.a. 2019-2020 

Seminario Interclasse  

 

“Public space - limitations of the 
conventional economic approach” 

 

Prof.ssa Anna Horodecka   

Abstract  

The seminar aims to present the students with the problem of public space from an 

economic perspective. After some definitions and examples of various public spaces, 
students will discover what the main economic problem regarding public space is. The 
main problem covers two issues. First, a discussion of the goals that the provision of 

public space aims to achieve. This involves a definition of the needs that have to be 
fulfilled. The second problem is how to provide public space, which seems to be a 

standard problem in economics, that of the efficient distribution of resources. Because 
of the ‘public good’ nature of public space, this problem cannot be approached by 
resorting to market rules, so we need to look for alternative ones. Mainstream and 

heterodox economics provide different solutions to this problem. Heterodox approaches 
appear better to appreciate the complexity of the needs and rules involved but they still 

show some gaps. These gaps may be filled by resorting to ethics and psychology. These 
disciplines help us to understand what the relevant needs and rules are, especially in 
relation to justice-related issues.  

Letture preparatorie 

Garau, Pietro. 2015. Global Public Space Toolkit: From Global Principles to Local 

Policies and Practice. Nairobi: United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat). (17 pages) 

Nussbaum, Martha C. 2003. “Capabilities as Fundamental Entitlements: Sen and 

Social Justice.” Feminist Economics 9(2): 33–59. (26 pages) 

Ramazzotti, Paolo. 2018. “Public Goods beyond Markets.” Review of Political Economy 
30(4): 573–94. https://doi.org/10.1080/09538259.2018.1495354. (21 pages) 

Bibliografia essenziale 

Castiglioni, Cinzia, Edoardo Lozza, and Andrea Bonanomi. 2019. “The Common Good 

Provision Scale (CGP): A Tool for Assessing People’s Orientation towards Economic 

and Social Sustainability.” Sustainability 11(2). 



 

 

Etzioni, Amitai. 1998. The Essential Communitarian Reader. Lanham: Rowman & 

Littlefield. 

Felber, Christian, Vanessa Campos, and Joan R Sanchis. 2019. “The Common Good 

Balance Sheet, an Adequate Tool to Capture Non-Financials?” SUSTAINABILITY 

11(14). 

Garau, Pietro. 2015. Global Public Space Toolkit: From Global Principles to Local 

Policies and Practice. Nairobi: United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-

Habitat). 

Gowdy, John, and Jon D Erickson. 2005. “The Approach of Ecological Economics.” 

Cambridge Journal of economics 29(2): 207–22. 

Kim, Soomi, and Hyun Kwon. 2018. “Urban Sustainability through Public 

Architecture.” Sustainability 10(4): 1–21. 

Lefebvre, Henri. 1996. “The Right to the City.” Writings on cities 63181. 

Lutz, M.A., and K. Lux. 1979. The Challenge of Humanistic Economics. Menlo Park: 

Benjamin/ Cummings. 

———. 1988. Humanistic Economics: The New Challenge. New York: Bootstrap Press. 

Maslow, Abraham H. 1943. “A Theory of Human Motivation.” Psychological Review 50: 

370–96. 

———. 1962. “Lessons from the Peak-Experiences.” Journal of Humanistic Psychology 

2: 9-18. 

Nelson, Julie A. 2010. Global Development and Environment Institute. Working Paper 

Care Ethics and Markets: A View from Feminist Economics. 

Nussbaum, Martha C. 2003. “Capabilities as Fundamental Entitlements: Sen and 

Social Justice.” Feminist Economics 9(2): 33–59. 

Ostrom, Elinor. 2010. “Beyond Markets and States: Polycentric Governance of 

Complex Economic Systems.” American Economic Review 100(3): 1–33. 

Ramazzotti, Paolo. 2018. “Public Goods beyond Markets.” Review of Political Economy 

30(4): 573–94. https://doi.org/10.1080/09538259.2018.1495354. 



 

 

Rawls, J. 2001. Justice as Fairness: A Restatement. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 

Schwartz, Shalom H. 2012. “An Overview of the Schwartz Theory of Basic Values.” 

Online Readings in Psychology and Culture 2(1): 1–20. 

https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/orpc/vol2/iss1/11. 

Sen, Amartya. 2004. “Capabilities, Lists, and Public Reason: Continuing the 

Conversation.” Feminist Economics 10(3): 77–80. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1354570042000315163. 

———. 2009. The Idea of Justice. London, UK: Allen Lane. 

Smith, Pamela, and Cristian Henriquez. 2019. “Public Spaces as Climate Justice 

Places? Climate Quality in the City of Chillan, Chile.” Environmental Justice 12(4): 

164–74. 

 

(Gowdy and Erickson 2005), (Kim and Kwon 2018), (Ramazzotti 2018), 

(Nussbaum 2003), (Schwartz 2012), (Maslow 1943), (Maslow 1962), (Ostrom 
2010), (Smith and Henriquez 2019), (Nelson 2010), (Sen 2004), (Etzioni 
1998), (Lutz and Lux 1979, 1988), (Rawls 2001), (Lefebvre 1996), 

(Castiglioni, Lozza, and Bonanomi 2019), (Felber, Campos, and Sanchis 2019), 
(Sen 2009), (Garau 2015) 

 


